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DRAFT RESOLUTION

OPTIMIZATION OF THE STRUCTURE OF THE
INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:



Resolution CIDI/RES.261/12 (XVII-O/12) “Optimization of the Structure of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”;

Report CEPCIDI/GT/FORCIDI/doc.56/12, "Recommendations of the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI," on Major Theme 3:  Architecture/Structure of CIDI and of its Organs (Part 1:  Simplification of the Structure of CIDI);

RECALLING:


That, through resolutions AG/RES. 2304 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2305 (XXXVII-O/07),  AG/RES. 2390 (XXXVIII-O/08), and AG/RES. 2469 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly requested the Permanent Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to develop, study, and propose measures to strengthen CIDI;


That resolution AG/RES. 2609 (XL-O/10) extended that mandate and authorized CIDI to approve, ad referendum of the General Assembly, the amendments to the statutes or rules of procedure of CIDI, CEPCIDI, the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI), and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), as appropriate, to strengthen them;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


That pursuant to these mandates, and based on the report of its Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and its organs, CEPCIDI has proposed that CEPCIDI be eliminated and its functions be assumed by regular monthly meetings of CIDI,

RESOLVES:

1.
To eliminate CEPCIDI and assign to CIDI its functions established in the statutes, rules of procedure, and other rules of the Organization;

2.
To instruct CIDI to amend its Statutes, its Rules of Procedure, and the rules of procedure of its organs, in order to take into account the elimination of CEPCIDI and put into effect, ad referendum of General Assembly approval, the amendments to its statutes, no later than December 31, 2012, for those amendments to require a review of the procedures in order to optimize its operation;

3.
To instruct and authorize the Permanent Council to amend the General Standards for them to reflect the elimination of the CEPCIDI and the assignment of its functions to CIDI;

4.
To establish the following transitory provisions that will remain in effect until adoption and entry into force of the amendments to the Statutes and Rules of Procedure of CIDI:

a.
CIDI shall hold regular meetings, as necessary, at least once a month at the Permanent Council headquarters;

b.
Regular meetings of CIDI shall follow the current Rules of Procedure of CEPCIDI, and Subcommittees and Working Groups established under these Rules of Procedure shall be, respectively, Committees and Working Groups of CIDI;

c.
At regular meetings of CIDI, the permanent representative of each member state accredited to the Permanent Council shall serve as that state's principal representative at the regular meetings of CIDI, without prejudice to the right of the respective duly authorized minister being able to take his or her place, and each state may appoint such alternate representatives and advisers as it deems necessary to represent it in CIDI;

d.
Article 26 of the Statutes of CIDI on the election of its officers is hereby repealed.  The Chair and Vice Chair shall serve for terms of six months, with two terms a year established, commencing on the first day of January and July, respectively.  The chairmanship shall be held successively by the permanent representatives, following the order of precedence in Spanish.  The outgoing Chair shall hold the vice-chairmanship for a period of six months. The order of precedence established at the seventeenth regular meeting of CIDI shall serve to appoint the officers of CIDI for its first session following adoption of this resolution. 


5.
To establish that all references to CEPCIDI in the rules of the Organization shall henceforth refer to CIDI.

6.
To instruct CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on implementation of this resolution and developments related thereto.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

EXTENSION OF THE MANDATE OF THE CEPCIDI WORKING GROUP
TO STRENGTHEN CIDI AND ITS ORGANS

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 192 (XII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2303 (XXXV-O/05), “Strengthening Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 193 (XII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2304 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Technical Cooperation for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 194 (XII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2305 (XXXVII-O/07), “Strengthening Substantive Policy Dialogue in the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development”; CIDI/RES. 213 (XIII-O/08), CIDI/RES. 228 (XIV-O/09), AG/RES. 2390 (XXXVII-O/08), and AG/RES. 2469 (XXXIX-O/09), “Strengthening Partnership for Development:  Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms”; and CIDI/RES. 258 (XVI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2646 (XLI-O/11), and CIDI/RES. 262 (XVII-O/12) “Extension of the Mandate of the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and its Organs”;

REITERATING the importance of strengthening the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and its organs, as well as political dialogue and technical cooperation mechanisms, with a view to enhancing their operations and efficiency;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That a process of reflection and consultation is taking place within the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on mechanisms for policy dialogue in the framework of CIDI and on the present structure of partnership for development, exploring various opportunities with a view to strengthening it;

That, in that context, CEPCIDI established a working group charged with “consider[ing] various alternatives to strengthen CIDI and its organs and to improve their operations”;

That the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI has been carrying out its tasks since 2008 and is making progress with its Work Plan (CEPCIDI/GT/FORCIDI/doc.20/10 rev. 1. corr. 1), in fulfillment of which presented the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) its recommendations to strengthen the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI);
That based on the recommendations to strengthen FEMCIDI, CEPCIDI approved resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 175/10 (CLXIV-O/10), “Strengthening of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI): Establishment of a Transition Period Aimed at Putting into Practice the Proposed Structure for FEMCIDI,” through which future programming of FEMCIDI under the current modality were suspended and a transition period aimed at putting into practice the proposed structure for FEMCIDI included in the schematic flowchart (CEPCIDI/doc.963/10) was established; and 

That although the Working Group has made considerable progress in the analysis of the objectives contained in its Work Plan and has submitted recommendations to strengthen CIDI and its organs, it is still pending of new modalities of cooperation, financing mechanisms, technical cooperation, and the continuation of the study of links between the political processes, strengthening of political dialogue, and the structure of CIDI and its organs; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) of the Permanent Council is carrying out a prioritization and re-engineering process for the General Secretariat; 

RECALLING the importance of the work undertaken in Playa del Carmen in October 2008, and reinforced by the CIDI Specialized Meeting of High-level Cooperation Authorities through the Consensus of Bogotá, adopted in October 2009, to strengthen CIDI; and


RECALLING FURTHER that the sixteenth regular meeting of CIDI considered innovative modalities for cooperation and financing mechanisms now under implementation in the framework of the Organization of American States (OAS), providing recommendations and guidelines to promote and consolidate such modalities and link them with existing and potential financing mechanisms,

RESOLVES:

1. To recognize the progress made by the Working Group to Strengthen the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) established by the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), extend its mandate to the to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly so that it continues implementing its Work Plan (CEPCIDI/GT/FORCIDI/doc.20/10 rev. 1. corr. 1), and request its authorities to submit its recommendations to CIDI no later than April 30, 2013.

2. To instruct the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and its Organs to take into account in its recommendations the decisions from the sixteenth regular meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) (CIDI/doc. 10/11) and guidelines included in the Report of the Rapporteur (CIDI/doc. 10/11 Add. 1), aimed at promoting and consolidating the innovative modalities for cooperation, so that they are linked with existing and potential financing mechanisms.  
3. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) that if, in considering possible courses of action aimed at strengthening CIDI, its organs, and the mechanisms for political dialogue and technical cooperation, it determines the need to make amendments to CIDI, CEPCIDI, the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI), and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), including their Statutes or Rules of Procedure, these be approved ad referendum of the General Assembly, as appropriate.

4. To request the CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

EXTENSION OF THE TERM OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 
PARTNERSHIP FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT 2006-2009

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 218 (XIV-O/09), AG/RES. 2474 (XXXIX-O/09), CIDI/RES. 237 (XV-O/10), AG/RES. 2583 (XL-O/10), CIDI/RES. 252 (XVI-O/11), AG/RES. 2641 (XLI-O/11) and CIDI/RES. 263 (XVII-O/12), “Extension of the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009”;

CONSIDERING:


That Article 95 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes that the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) shall “[f]ormulate and recommend to the General Assembly a strategic plan which sets forth policies, programs, and courses of action in matters of cooperation for integral development, within the framework of the general policy and priorities defined by the General Assembly”;


That Article 29 of the CIDI Statutes further stipulates that the Strategic Plan “shall have a four-year planning target period, subject to adjustment when the General Assembly considers it appropriate”; and


That Articles 3.a and 23.c of the CIDI Statutes instruct CIDI to formulate and recommend the Strategic Plan to the General Assembly, and to examine and, if appropriate, adopt proposals for preparing and updating the Strategic Plan;

HAVING SEEN:

Resolution AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06), whereby the General Assembly resolved to adopt the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009, recommended by CIDI at its twelfth regular meeting; 

Resolution CIDI/RES. 178 (XI-O/06), “Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009”; and 

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 213 (XIII-O/08) and AG/RES. 2390 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Strengthening Partnership for Development:  Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 was extended until December 31, 2012 by resolution AG/RES. 2641 (XLI-O/11);


That the current Strategic Plan states that “the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) shall present to CIDI, through the Permanent Executive Committee of the American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), a qualitative and quantitative report on the implementation of the Strategic Plan. That report should contain an evaluation of (a) policy implementation; (b) the results of cooperation activities, their impact, efficacy, and efficiency; (c) the use of resources; and (d) the quality of the technical cooperation services rendered,” and that said report was presented to the 29th special meeting of CEPCIDI, held on December 12, 2011;

That a process of reflection and consultation is taking place within CEPCIDI and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) on mechanisms for policy dialogue in the framework of CIDI and on the present structure of partnership for development, exploring numerous alternatives with a view to strengthening it;

That a review of the mandates assigned to the Organization will be conducted within the Permanent Council and CIDI;


That significant progress has been made in strengthening CIDI, including the establishment of a transition period to put into practice the proposed structure for the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) and that major recommendations and guidelines have been received in the framework of the sixteenth regular meeting of CIDI to enhance and consolidate innovative mechanisms for cooperation, in order to link them with existing and potential funding mechanisms; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO:

That the Strategic Plan is essential to coordinating policies, programs, and means of action in the area of partnership for integral development, in the framework of the general policy and priorities defined by the General Assembly, and of mandates from CIDI and from the sectoral meetings of ministers and high-level authorities in the economic, social, educational, cultural, labor, tourism, sustainable development, and scientific and technological fields; and

That a new strategic plan drawn up on the basis of recommendations to strengthen CIDI will help reinforce partnership for development within the Organization of American States (OAS),

RESOLVES:

1. To extend the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development for one year, until December 31, 2013.

2. To take note of the quantitative and qualitative report on the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 presented by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI).

3. To instruct CIDI to move ahead, with inputs from CIDI subsidiary bodies, with the process of evaluating the contents of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 that need to be updated and/or supplemented, and to present its recommendations by October 30, 2012, at the latest.

4. To instruct the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI) to analyze and consider the recommendations referred to in the preceding paragraph and, if deemed feasible, to begin to update the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development so that the 2014-2017 version may be submitted to CIDI by April 30, 2013, and to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session.

5. To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to support work relating to this analysis.

6. To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 

_____

FOOTNOTE
1.
… the Americas (paragraph 15 of the Declaration of Quebec City and paragraph 6.A of the Plan of Action, and paragraph 12 of the Declaration of Nuevo León), as well as in resolution AG/RES. 2014 (XXXIV-O/04), “Trade and Integration in the Americas,” and prior resolutions with the same title.
DRAFT RESOLUTION

REPORT OF THE FIFTH INTER-AMERICAN MEETING
OF MINISTERS AND HIGHEST AUTHORITIES OF CULTURE 
IN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI AND ON THE CELEBRATION 
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN YEAR OF CULTURE


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:

The resolutions of the OAS General Assembly and of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) related to the various Inter-American Meetings of Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture in the Framework of CIDI,” and on “2011: Inter-American Year of Culture;” and  

KEEPING IN MIND:

That the heads of state and government at each of the Summits of the Americas held so far recognized, among other matters, that culture plays a vital role in the integral development of the member states  and makes a positive contribution to the creation of social cohesion;  
That, in the aforementioned Summits process, the Heads of State and Government pledged, along with other commitments, to continue to promote inter-cultural dialogue and respect for cultural diversity; to increase their efforts to promote and support cultural and creative industries and activities as part of their national policies for the promotion of sustainable economic growth, the creation of jobs, and the generation income; and to facilitate exchanges of information and practices related to the protection and promotion of cultural heritage and to educating communities on the best ways of protecting heritage sites and managing them in sustainable ways; and  
CONSIDERING:


That the year 2011 was declared the “Inter-American Year of Culture” by the Organization of American States, and had as a central theme “Our Cultures, Our Future;”  

That as part of the celebration, member states embarked upon a number of initiatives and projects aimed at strengthening cultural diversity and promoting the central role that culture performs in the economic, social, and human development of all communities;  

That those governmental initiatives, as well as those undertaken by the OAS General Secretariat, various cultural organizations, and other stakeholders in cultural affairs, aimed at, inter alia, designing projects to strengthen cultural industries, harness cultural heritage as a factor in development, and promote culture as a tool for enhancing social inclusion, all helped to make the Inter-American Year of Culture a success.  

CONSIDERING ALSO:


That the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture in the Framework of CIDI was held at OAS headquarters in Washington DC on November 9-10, 2011 and had as its theme:  “Culture:  Common Denominator for Integral Development;”  

That, at that Meeting, the ministers and highest authorities on culture highlighted, among other aspects, the importance of culture as the primary connecting factor in efforts to ensure peaceful coexistence and its contribution to economic development, the strengthening of democracies, and social inclusion; and that, after a productive dialogue, the ministers and highest authorities of culture approved the Communiqué “Culture, Common Denominator for Integral Development”;  

That in the Communiqué “Culture, Common Denominator for Integral Development” the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) was instructed to develop its 2011-2013 Work Plan, with a view to strengthening the capacity of the cultural sector and deepening cooperation in the thematic areas agreed upon at the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture in the Framework of CIDI, held in Barbados in 2008; 


That it is incumbent upon the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to foster regional dialogue and cooperation activities for integral and sustainable development in the field of culture,  

RESOLVES:

1. To endorse the Communiqué “Culture; Common Denominator for Integral Development” (CIDI/REMIC-V/doc. 6/11 rev. 1) approved in the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture in the Framework of CIDI.  
2. To ask the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to assist the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) with the design and implementation of a Work Plan, taking into consideration the Communiqué “Culture; Common Denominator for Integral Development.”  
3. To thank the Ministers and Highest Authorities of Culture of the member states, the General Secretariat, cultural organizations, and other players for their contributions to the activities of the Inter-American Year of Culture.  
4. To reiterate the importance of continuing the dialogue process among ministers and highest authorities of culture in the Hemisphere in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI).  
5. To ask CIDI to report to the General Assembly, at its forty-third regular session, on the implementation of this resolution, and on the actions it has taken to support its financing, which will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.  
DRAFT RESOLUTION


REPORT OF THE OF THE XIX INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS AND HOLDING OF THE TWENTIETH INTER-AMERICAN CONGRESS OF MINISTERS AND HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES OF TOURISM 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1 (XX-E/94), “General Policy Framework and Priorities:  Partnership for Development”; AG/RES. 1426 (XXVI-O/96), “Support for OAS Tourism Activities”; CIDI/RES. 17 (II-O/97) and AG/RES. 1517 (XXVII-O/97), “Sustainable Tourism Development”; CIDI/RES. 152 (IX-O/04) and AG/RES. 1987 (XXXIV-O/04) “XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress”; AG/RES. 2083 (XXXV-O/05), “Strengthening of Micro, Small, and Medium-Sized Enterprises”; AG/RES. 2089 (XXXV-O/05), “XIX Inter-American Travel Congress”; AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development (2006-2009)”; AG/RES. 2212 (XXXVI-O/06), “Fostering the Development of Tourism”; and AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07), “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations” and CIDI/RES. 243 (XV-O/10) and AG/RES. 2591 (XL-O/10), “The Importance of Tourism Cooperation in the Americas”; and CIDI/RES. 249 (XVI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2639 (XLI-O/11) “Adaptation of the Inter-American Travel Congresses to the CIDI Framework and Holding of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress” and CIDI/RES. 265 (XVII-O/12) “Report of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress and Holding of the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism.”;  
HAVING SEEN ALSO:

The Report of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress (CIDI/TUR-XIX/doc. 10/11) as well as the Declaration of San Salvador on Sustainable Tourism Development in the Americas (CIDI/TUR-XIX/DEC.1/11 rev. 1) and the resolution, “Key Topics for Partnership for Development in the Tourism Sector under the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development” (CIDI/TUR-XIX/RES.1/11 rev. 1), both adopted by the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress;  
CONSIDERING that in the framework of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress the delegations of Ecuador and Honduras offered to host the next two meetings of the Congress;  
HAVING SEEN:

The note from the Government of Ecuador offering to host the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism in Quito from September 11 to 13, 2012 (CEPCIDI/INF.143 /11), as well the announcement of the theme of that ministerial meeting: “Conscientious Tourism”; and  
Resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 190 (CLXXV-O/11), “Convocation of the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism”; and  

CONSIDERING:


That the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress created a hemispheric tourism fund composed of voluntary contributions that allows the possibility of giving consideration to the participation of the private sector and international organizations, in order to support communities that live in extreme poverty and have tourism potential in their environment but cannot fully achieve development;  


That in the framework of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress, the ministers of tourism of Belize, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, and Trinidad and Tobago made financial pledges which will serve as seed capital for the Hemispheric Tourism Fund;  

CONSIDERING ALSO that pursuant to the mandate from the General Assembly and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), CEPCIDI prepared Draft Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CEPCIDI/doc. 1040/12) in keeping with the guidelines laid down by the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress;  
RECOGNIZING:

That sustainable management of the tourism sector can enhance its capacity to provide important economic and social benefits that support the livelihood of families and local communities and to improve the quality of life of individuals and society;   
The importance of international and regional cooperation geared to the promotion of sustainable tourism in the Hemisphere;  
The importance of the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI for the promotion of tourism cooperation programs that provide technical assistance to support business development, to improve domestic tourism, and to stimulate entrepreneurial development of the micro, small, and medium size enterprises in the hospitality and tourism sectors, and includes, inter alia, education and capacity building components intended to encourage people to participate in activities connected with sustainable tourism development, as well as in those designed to improve tourism development overall and heritage conservation; and  
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT: 

That it is the responsibility of CIDI, in the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2006-2009, to encourage policy dialogue and include sustainable tourism development as one of its priority areas,  
RESOLVES:

1. To endorse the Declaration of San Salvador on Sustainable Tourism Development in the Americas (CIDI/TUR-XIX/DEC.1/11 rev. 1) and to thank the Government and people of El Salvador for holding the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress.  
2. To thank the Government of Ecuador for its offer to host the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism, to be convened in Quito, Ecuador, from September 11 to 13, 2012.  
3. To urge the ministers and high-level authorities of tourism to participate in the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism.  
4. To adopt the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CITUR) (CIDI/doc. 5/12), and to instruct the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to support the first CITUR meeting programmed for July 30 and 31, 2012, in order to put the decisions of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress into effect and prepare the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism.  
5. To note with satisfaction the creation of the Hemispheric Tourism Fund and to continue, in the XX Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Tourism, studying its proper incorporation into cooperation mechanisms that exist in the CIDI framework.  
6. To thank the delegations of Belize, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, and Trinidad and Tobago for their pledges to the Hemispheric Tourism Fund and to invite the other member states, the private sector, and international organizations to consider adding their own voluntary contributions in order, through this fund, to support communities that live in extreme poverty and have tourism potential in their environment but cannot fully achieve development.  
7. To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to support the organization and the preparatory process of the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism and to redouble its efforts to support members states in fostering sustainable tourism development.  
8. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.  

DRAFT RESOLUTION

SEVENTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the resolutions of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) and of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) on the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP), including resolutions CIDI/RES. 257 (XVI-O/11); AG/RES. 2648 (XLI-O/11), “Improving Transparency and Effectiveness of the Inter-American Committee on Ports” and CIDI/RES. 266 (XVII-O/12), “Seventh Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports”;; 


CONSIDERING that, at its seventh regular meeting, held in Lima, Peru, in March 2012, the CIP approved the Declaration and Plan of Action of Lima, as well as various resolutions containing guidelines for improving the functioning of the Committee;  
CONSIDERING ALSO:

That Articles 5 (e) and 87 of the Rules of Procedure of the CIP empower the Committee to propose amendments to its Rules of Procedure; and  
That, in resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 120 (VII-12), the CIP recommended to CIDI various amendments to the Committee’s Rules of Procedure, with the aim of improving its functioning,  
RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Lima, CIDI/CIP/DEC. 1 (VII-12) and CIDI/CIP/RES. 117 (VII-12) respectively, and of the resolutions adopted at the seventh regular meeting of the CIP.  
2. To accept the amendments made by CIDI to the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Ports in resolution CIDI/RES. 266 (XVII-O/12). 
3. To request the CIP Secretariat to continue presenting its quarterly financial reports to CEPCIDI.  
4. To thank the Government of Peru and the National Port Authority (APN) for their successful conduct of the seventh regular meeting of the CIP, and to thank the CIP Secretariat for its valuable contributions to the event.  
5. To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly, at its forty-third regular session, on the implementation of this resolution.  . The execution of the activities foreseen in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.  
DRAFT RESOLUTION

INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM ON
EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRATIC VALUES AND PRACTICES

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1907 (XXXII-O/02), “Promotion of Democracy”; AG/RES. 1869 (XXXII-O/02), “Promotion of Democratic Culture”; AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03), “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas”; AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”; AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-O/04), “Program for Democratic Governance in the Americas”; AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy”; AG/RES. 2119 (XXXV-O/05), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy”; AG/RES. 2164 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2320 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2423 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2481 (XXXIX-O/09) and CIDI/RES. 235 (XV-O/10), AG/RES. 2571 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2683 (XLI-O/11), and CIDI/RES. 267 (XVII-O/12), “Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices”;   
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


That in the Charter of the Organization of American States the member states reaffirm that the education of peoples should be directed toward justice, freedom, and peace, and pledge to give primary importance within their development plans to the encouragement of education oriented toward the overall improvement of the individual, and as a foundation for democracy, social justice, and progress;   
That the Inter-American Democratic Charter recognizes that education is key to strengthening democratic institutions, promoting the development of human potential, alleviating poverty, and fostering greater understanding among peoples; and that it is essential that a quality education be available to all, including girls and women, rural inhabitants, and minorities;   

That the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices is one of the tools with which the Organization of American States (OAS) can continue to carry out programs and activities to promote the principles and practices of democracy and strengthen a culture of democracy in the Hemisphere, paying special attention to the conduct of programs and activities for educating children and youth as a means of ensuring the persistence of democratic values, including fundamental freedoms and social justice;   
That in the Declaration against Violence, adopted at the Second Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Punta del Este, Uruguay, on September 24, 2001, the ministers pledged to emphasize non-violence and the culture of peace in national and subregional initiatives for training and education in values and to foster the preparation of a hemispheric program for education in democratic values;   
That, in the Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Public Trust:  A New Commitment to Good Governance for the Americas, adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session, in June 2003, the ministers of foreign affairs of the member countries declared that “[t]he consolidation of democracy in the region requires a culture based on profound democratic principles and values and on their daily observance.  These values should be fostered through education for democracy”;   

That, in the Declaration of Mexico, adopted at the Third Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Mexico City, from August 11 to 13, 2003, the ministers recognized “the importance of instilling democratic awareness, culture, and values in the present and future generations, and of the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” and urged that “efforts be made to incorporate those principles into our educational programs in accordance with the laws of each country”;   

That in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the heads of state and government recognized that “education is a lifelong process that promotes social inclusion and democratic citizenship and allows people to contribute fully to the development of society” and reaffirmed their “commitment to the 2008 Declaration of Medellín on Youth and Democratic Values”;   

That in the Declaration of San Pedro Sula, “Toward a Culture of Non-Violence,” adopted at the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly in June 2009, the ministers of foreign affairs of the OAS member states declared “the importance of developing and implementing educational programs starting from the early years of education, in both the formal and informal systems, that promote a culture of peace and non-violence”;   
That in the Declaration of Lima: Peace, Security, and Cooperation in the Americas, adopted at the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, in June 2010, the ministers of foreign affairs of the member states declared “[t]heir decision to continue fostering a culture of peace and promoting education for peace among the countries of the region, reaffirming our goal of continuing to devote more resources to the well-being of our peoples”;   
That in the Declaration of Quito, adopted by the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Quito, Ecuador, from August 12 to 14, 2009, the ministers entered a commitment to promote public policies and educational programs aimed at bringing about a cultural transformation geared to eradicating violence, particularly violence at school and in the home and violence against women, children, and youth, caused by cultural, economic, social, ethnic, political, and other factors;   


That in the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas adopted at the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly in June 2011, the ministers of foreign affairs of the member states declared “[t]hat public security policies require the participation and cooperation of multiple actors, such as individuals, government at all levels, civil society, communities, the mass media, the private sector, and academia in order to reinforce promotion of a culture of peace and nonviolence and respond effectively and in a participatory manner to the needs of society as a whole”; and (

RECALLING:


That the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices was adopted at the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), held in Scarborough, Trinidad and Tobago, from August 10 to 12, 2005, to promote a culture of democracy and non-violence through formal and non-formal education in the Hemisphere and that the implementation of the program will be guided, as provided for therein, by an advisory group composed of education officials, academics, and civil society experts, as well as other appropriate interested parties;   
That in the Declaration of Paramaribo, adopted at the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education held in Suriname on March 1 and 2, 2012, the ministers underscored “the importance of education as a fundamental aspect of development and, therefore, as essential to improving social, economic, cultural and democratic conditions in the member states” and recognized “the importance of expanding access to ICTs in education at all levels and in all sectors, particularly as a contributing factor in the preparation of students, their learning, and their active and democratic participation in the political, social, cultural, and productive arenas”;


That in the Declaration of Paramaribo adopted at the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education held in Suriname, on March 1 and 2, 2012, the ministers reiterated their recognition of the progress made in implementing the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, “given its contribution to strengthening a democratic and nonviolent culture, through formal and nonformal education, promoting active and meaningful participation by youth in the decisions that affect them, and providing teachers with tools that will support them in making their classrooms more democratic;” and instructed the CIE, with the support of SEDI, to draw up a work plan for 2012 and 2013, the central objective of which should be “to implement and follow up on [their] decisions, with special attention to strengthening horizontal cooperation and technical assistance in lines of action that include (1) promoting and monitoring policies of quality, equity, and inclusion; (2) strengthening initial teacher preparation, professional development, and the teaching profession; (3) comprehensive early childhood care and education; (4) education in democratic values and practices; and (5) the use of information and communication technologies in the teaching and learning process,”   

That, in the Declaration of Mar del Plata of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the heads of state and government expressed support for “the recommendations contained in the Declaration and Plan of Action of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education,” and stated that they would strive “for quality public education at all levels and promote literacy to ensure a democratic citizenry, foster decent work, fight poverty, and achieve greater social inclusion”;   

That in the Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education, adopted at the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI, held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from November 14 to 16, 2007, the ministers made reference to a high-quality education for all that would, among other things, foster the development of factors relating to peace, development, and human rights, education in democratic values and practices, and protection of the environment, and undertook to “redouble our efforts to continue forging a democratic culture in our Hemisphere by implementing the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, emphasizing that the values and practices that foster peaceful coexistence begin to be formed in early childhood”; and   

That the Declaration of Medellín, adopted at the fourth plenary session of the General Assembly, held in June 2008 in the city of Medellín, emphasizes the importance of promoting opportunities for youth to participate in meaningful ways in political, economic, and cultural life; and that the ministers of foreign affairs of the OAS member states declared their commitment to promote formal and non-formal education in democratic values and practices in order to develop knowledge and skills among the youth to prepare them for life in a democratic society and the full enjoyment of their human rights and fundamental freedoms, and requested the OAS General Secretariat, in collaboration with the member states, to promote increased participation by youth in the activities established within the framework of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices; 
BEARING IN MIND:


That in the Declaration of Quito, adopted by the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Quito, Ecuador, from August 12 to 14, 2009, the ministers recognized with satisfaction the progress made in the implementation of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, given its contribution to strengthening a democratic and non-violent culture; and they instructed the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), with the support of Executive Secretariat for Integral development (SEDI), to draw up a Work Plan for 2009-2012, paying special attention to lines of action such as strengthening strategies, mechanisms, and entities to promote the participation of youth,   
RESOLVES:

1. To underscore the importance of and recognize the progress made with implementing the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, which, through activities that promote horizontal cooperation, exchange of good practices, informed dialogue, and the production of knowledge in the area of education for democratic citizenship, contributes to capacity-building in public and private-sector institutions, universities, and civil society organizations in OAS member states for designing and strengthening quality education policies, programs, and initiatives that encourage the integral development of children and youth and better prepare them to participate in decision-making processes that concern the development of their communities.   
2.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue carrying out the various activities covered by the three components of the Program–research, professional development, and exchanges of information and experiences–, such as the Cooperation Fund for Technical Assistance Missions of the Program and the creation of a cooperation framework that includes, among others, horizontal, South-South and triangular cooperation, to foster technical assistance among institutions in member states.    

3. To request the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to present to the ministers of education of the Americas a report on the progress, outcomes, and impacts of the activities and projects carried out under the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.   
4. To request that the General Secretariat, through SEDI and the Secretariat for Political Affairs, continue supporting the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and member states in the design and execution of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, and report back regularly to CIDI and to the Permanent Council.   
5. To instruct the CIE, in collaboration with SEDI, the Secretariat for Political Affairs, and other relevant bodies of the inter-American system, to follow up on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.   
6. To thank those member states that have contributed financial, logistical, and human resources to support the strengthening and continuity of the Program’s activities as well as to implement new projects.   
7. To invite the member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and public and private enterprises and international organizations to make voluntary contributions to support the development and sustainability of the different activities under the Program.   
8. To request CIDI, with the support of SEDI, to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution at its forty-third regular session. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.   
DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIP FOR 
INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN: 

The Inter-American Council for Integral Development’s resolutions CIDI/RES. 268 (XVII-O/12) “Strengthening Partnership for Integral Development” and CIDI/RES. 273 (XVII-O/12) “Promotion and incorporation of new forms of cooperation for integral Development;

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 213 (XIII-O/08), “Strengthening Partnership for Development: Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms,” CIDI/RES. 224 (XIV-O/09), “Specialized CIDI Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities,” and CIDI/RES. 231 (XV-O/10), “Report of the Specialized CIDI Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities”; and,

Resolution AG/RES. 2390 (XXXVIII-O/08) “Strengthening Partnership for Development: Policy Dialogue, Technical Cooperation, Structure, and Mechanisms”;

RECALLING that General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2641 (XLI-O/11) extended the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development, establishing the policy framework and priorities for strengthening cooperation for development partnerships, through December 31, 2012;

BEARING IN MIND the importance of maintaining the visibility of partnerships for integral development within the OAS and of actions taken within that framework, through the inclusion and adoption of resolutions and/or declarations at the General Assembly;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That progress has been made in strengthening the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) during the process of reflection and consultation on the mechanisms for policy dialogue and the partnership for development operational scheme, particularly through the efforts of the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and its Organs (GTFORCIDI); 

RESOLVES:

1. To recognize the work carried out by the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and, in particular, by the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and its Organs (GTFORCIDI), during the process of reflection and consultation on the mechanisms for policy dialogue within the CIDI framework and the partnership for development operational scheme. 

2. To underscore the importance of multilateral cooperation for integral development within the framework of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) and urges its strengthening.

3. To urge the member states hold every three years meetings of High-Level Cooperation Authorities, in order to direct partnership for development policies within the Organization.

4. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, that in considering possible courses of action for its strengthening of and that of its organs and of the mechanisms for policy dialogue and technical cooperation, and should it identify the need to introduce regulatory amendments, propose those amendments taking into consideration the recommendations of the Management Board of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (MB/IACD) and adopt them ad referendum of the General Assembly, as appropriate. 

5. To urge the top sectoral authorities to define, within the framework of the corresponding inter-American committees, concrete themes and lines for action that will enable them, to the extent that is possible, to guide cooperation for development actions more precisely within the Organization.

6. To request that CIDI and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development report on compliance with this resolution to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
DRAFT RESOLUTION

REPORT OF THE SEVENTEENTH INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF 
MINISTERS OF LABOR AND SUPPORT FOR THE INTER-AMERICAN NETWORK
FOR LABOR ADMINISTRATION 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 223 (XIV-O/09) and AG/RES. 2470 (XXXIX-O/09), “XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; CIDI/RES. 238 (XV-O/10) and AG/RES. 2584 (XL-O/10), “Report of the XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; CEPCIDI/RES. 172/10 (CLXIII-O/10), “Convocation of the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; CEPCIDI/RES. 182 (CLXX-O/11), “Change of Date of the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; and CIDI/RES. 247 (XVI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2637 (XLI-O/11), “Convocation of the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and Support for the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration, and CIDI/RES. 269 (XVII-O/12) “Report of the Seventeenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and support for the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration;  
CONSIDERING:

That, at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada, from April 20 to 22, 2001, the heads of state and government reaffirmed the fundamental importance of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML);   
That, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, the heads of state and government acknowledged the important contributions of the ministries of labor to achieving their objectives of creating jobs to fight poverty and strengthen democratic governance and to promoting decent work and social and labor policies that encourage investment and economic growth with equity;   

That, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, the heads of state and government agreed to promote “continuous training programmes in collaboration with workers’ representatives and the private sector as appropriate, with the goal of generating the necessary technical skills to enable workers to respond to the demands of the labour market,” and, therefore, they called upon “the Ministers of Labour, within the context of the OAS Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour (IACML), in collaboration with their workers’ and employers’ consultative bodies and with the support of the International Labor Organization (ILO), as appropriate, to endorse, at the 16th IACML to be held in 2009, a work programme that advances these objectives”; and 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the IACML of the Organization of American States (OAS) has been meeting since 1963 to define priorities and activities in the Hemisphere’s labor sector;   
That the IACML is recognized as the primary forum for building consensus and discussing and defining labor priorities in the Americas, which are adapted to the changing realities of the region’s labor markets;   
That the XVII IACML was held in San Salvador, El Salvador, from October 31 to November 1, 2011;   
That the discussions among the Ministers of Labour in the framework of the Seventeenth IACML revolved around the theme of “Advancing economic and social recovery with sustainable development, decent work, and social inclusion,” and examined issues of particular relevance for the region, such as the centrality of jobs in strategies to create a strong, sustainable, and balanced economy, bringing about fairer working conditions, and preventing and eradicating the worst forms of child labor; 

That during the Seventeenth IACML the first hemispheric dialogue between Ministers of Labour and Ministers of Women and High-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women’s Affairs in the member States was held, in partnership with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), to share perspectives and put forward recommendations to achieve greater equality between men and women in the workplace;   
That the Seventeenth IACML adopted the Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador (CIDI/TRABAJO/DEC. 1/11 (XVII-O/11) rev. 1 and CIDI/TRABAJO/doc.5/11 rev. 3, respectively), along with resolution CIDI/TRABAJO/RES. 2/11 (XVII-O/11), “Solidarity with the Peoples and Governments of El Salvador and Central America in light of the recent natural disasters”;   
 That the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) and the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL) adopted in the framework of the XVII ICML a Joint Declaration on “Youth and Decent Work; ”   
That the IACML authorities, comprising its past (Argentina), current (El Salvador), and future (Colombia) Chairs and the Chairs and Vice Chairs of its Working Groups, accompanied by members of COSATE and CEATAL and by representatives of the Organization of American States (OAS), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) held a planning meeting on February 7, 2012 at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., and approved the 2012-2013 IACML Work Schedule, which provides follow up on the Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador; that establishes the following activities: Working Group Meeting 2012 jointly with a RIAL Workshop on freedom of association and collective bargaining, RIAL Workshop on Child Labor, Working Group Meeting in 2013 jointly with a RIAL Workshop on Fairer labor conditions and non-discrimination, and Preparatory Meeting of the XVIII IACML and the celebration of the XVIII IACML in 2013, and   
The Government of Colombia has formally offered to host the Eighteenth IACML in 2013, marking the 50th anniversary of the Conference that had its origins in Bogota, Colombia.   
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO:

That the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL) was created at the XIV IACML, held in Mexico City on September 26 and 27, 2005, for the purpose of strengthening the human and institutional capacity of labor ministries through a mechanism for integrating and disseminating knowledge and experience; and   
That the Government of Canada, through the Labour Program of the Department of Human Resources and Skills Development Canada, contributed substantial resources to launch the RIAL and to enable it to carry out most of its activities from 2006 to 2010; and that the governments of the United States, Argentina, Brazil, and Mexico have allocated financial resources to it;   
That the San Salvador Plan of Action, approved at the Seventeenth IACML in 2011, established that “the IACML recognizes that the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL) has achieved significant results in institutional strengthening and deepening cooperation between the Ministries of Labor in the region and as such, reiterates its full support and commitment to this mechanism” and that “the IACML confirms the creation of the RIAL Voluntary Contribution Fund, established by the Working Groups of the IACML in July 2010 and incorporated in the Technical Secretariat”;   
RECOGNIZING:

That the political dialogue during the IACML was complemented and enriched by the cooperation and technical assistance activities of the RIAL;   

That the RIAL has succeeded in institutionally strengthening the region’s labor ministries in areas such as the design of new products or services, improvement in programs under execution, definition of internal procedures, organization of training activities, and reform of laws and regulations; and   
That the RIAL has intensified dialogue, cooperation, and assistance among government officials, labor and business representatives, and international organizations, such as the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), among others,   
RESOLVES:

1. To endorse the Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador, adopted by the Ministers of Labor at the Seventeenth IACML. 

2. To congratulate the Government of El Salvador for successfully organizing and holding the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML). 

3. To thank the Government of Colombia for its offer to host the Eighteenth IACML in 2013, that marks the 50th anniversary of the Conference that had its origins in Bogota, Colombia. 
4. To urge the Ministers of Labor to continue contributing towards fulfillment of the objectives of the Declaration of San Salvador of the Seventeenth IACML and implementation of the Plan of Action of San Salvador.   
5. To congratulate the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) and the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) for having held the first inter-ministerial dialogue on gender equality in the workplace during the Seventeenth IACML in San Salvador and to express the hope that cooperation and dialogue will continue, at the national and hemispheric levels, between the Ministries of Labor and Mechanisms for the Advancement of Women.   
6. To declare its support for the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL), to back the fund of voluntary contributions from the labor ministries of the region to guarantee its sustainability, and to invite all governments to make contributions according to their financial capabilities.   
7. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to work together with ministries of labor and with labor and business representatives to put into practice the decisions adopted by the IACML, to continue coordinating the RIAL and exploring sources of financing, and to report periodically on this process to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI).   
8. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.   
DRAFT RESOLUTION

REPORT OF THE THIRD MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

THE General Assembly,

HAVING SEEN resolutions CEPCIDI/RES. 181 (CLXVIII-O/11), “Convocation of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI,” AG/RES. 2388 (XXXVIII-O/08) and CIDI/RES. 211 (XIII-O/08), “Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology,” and AG/RES. 2642 (XLI-O/11) and CIDI/RES. 253 (XVI-O/11), “Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI” and CIDI/RES. 270 (XVII-O/12), “Report of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI”;;   

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the heads of state and government gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas undertook to improve the quality of science education and to incorporate science, technology, engineering, and innovation as principal factors in national strategies and plans for social and economic development, for the fundamental purpose of helping to reduce poverty and generate decent jobs, and that, in that regard, they expressed support for the Declaration and Plan of Action of Lima adopted at the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI;   
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO:

That the Heads of State and Government gathered at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, taking note of the outcomes of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, held in Mexico in 2008, pledged to create conditions for increasing public investment, to take measures that promote investment in the private sector, particularly in science, technology, engineering, innovation, research, and development, and to encourage the strengthening of linkages among universities, science institutions, the private and public sectors, multilateral agencies, civil society, and workers; and   
That the area of science and technology has been considered a priority area in the Summits of the Americas process, which was reconfirmed in the 2006-2009 Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development;   
CONSIDERING:

That the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI took place on November 17 and 18, 2011, in Panama City;   
That the Dialogue of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology focused on the topic “Translational Science, Technology, and Innovation:  Knowledge for Competitiveness and Prosperity”;   
That the Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology considered the document “Towards a Vision 20/25 in Science, Technology and Innovation for the Americas: Hemispheric Cooperation for Competitiveness and Prosperity in a Knowledge Economy (Vision20/25),” which presents a regional road map for fostering hemispheric cooperation, strengthening partnerships, and applying knowledge on science, technology, and innovation to meeting basic needs and promoting socioeconomic development and prosperity;   
That the Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology adopted the Plan of Action of Panama:  Translational Science, Technology and Innovation:  Knowledge for Competitiveness and Prosperity (CIDI/REMCYT-III/doc.6/11 rev. 4) to advance the implementation of the ministerial mandates by creating working groups in the framework of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT) and establishing clear actions and cooperation mechanisms to ensure their effective and sustained functioning; and   
That the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) received the report of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI (CIDI/REMCYT-III/doc.10/12) and convened the seventh regular meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology [CEPCIDI/RES. 189 (CLXXVIII-O/12)] to evaluate progress in implementing the agreements reached under the Plan of Action of Panama, agreed upon at the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology,   
RESOLVES:

1. To support the Plan of Action of Panama: Translational Science, Technology, and Innovation: Knowledge for Competitiveness and Prosperity (CIDI/REMCYT-III/doc. 6/11 rev. 4). 
2. To congratulate the Government of Panama on the success of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, in Panama City, on November 17 and 18, 2011.   
3. To emphasize the importance of continuing the ministerial dialogue on science and technology in the framework of CIDI and to instruct the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT) to follow up on the implementation of the Plan of Action of Panama. 

4. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to continue supporting preparations for and follow-up on meetings in the science and technology sector and to report periodically to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on the preparatory process.   
5. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly, at its forty-third regular session, on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF QUINOA, 2013


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
RECALLING that the Charter of the Organization of the American States establishes as one of the organization’s essential purposes is to “eradicate extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere”; and    
BEARING IN MIND that Resolution 66/221, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations (91st plenary session, December 22, 2011), declares 2013 as “International Year of Quinoa,” noting that quinoa is a natural food high in nutritional value   
BEARING IN MIND ALSO,

That said resolution recognizes “that Andean indigenous peoples, through their traditional knowledge and practices of living well, in harmony with nature, have maintained, controlled, protected, and preserved quinoa in its natural state, including its many cultivated and landraces,, as food for present and future generations;”   
That said resolution affirms “the need to focus world attention on the role that quinoa biodiversity can play, owing to the high nutritional value of quinoa, in providing food security and nutrition, and in the eradication of poverty;”   
AFFIRMING the need to heighten public awareness of the nutritional, economic, environmental and cultural properties of quinoa;   
RECALLING the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and the World Food Summit Plan of Action, the Declaration of the World Food Summit five years later and the Declaration of the World Summit on Food Security;   

CONSIDERING ALSO that in the Declaration of Mar del Plata of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their “commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger and social exclusion in order to raise the standard of living of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas”;   
RECALLING that quinoa is one of the oldest crops in the Andean region, and that its preservation great cultures have participated, such as the Tiahuanacotas and the Incas; and    

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT: 

That in the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Social Development within the framework of CIDI, held on July 8 and 9, 2010, in Cali, Colombia, it was agreed to promote the implementation and strengthening of government strategies that integrate the work of the different ministries and public agencies to ensure greater impact on efforts to confront  poverty and inequality, and reiterated that intersectoral coordination is essential to maximize the impact of various social policy interventions, including strengthening food security policies, among others; and 

Resolution AG/RES. 2346 (XXXVII-O/07), “Support for Efforts to Eradicate Child Nutrition in the Americas,” which urged the member states “to give top priority in their poverty reduction strategies to eradication of child malnutrition in the Hemisphere” and urged the region to promote horizontal cooperation in the region and to strengthen national bodies dedicated to coordinating efforts to combat child malnutrition,

RESOLVES:

1. To welcome with satisfaction the declaration of 2013 as the “International Year of Quinoa.”   
2. To invite member states and permanent observers to develop initiatives to heighten the public’s awareness of the nutritional, economic, environmental, and cultural properties of quinoa. 
3. To invite the organs, agencies and entities of the inter-American system to contribute, within their areas of competence and existing resources, to the efforts of the member states to reduce rates of malnutrition in the Hemisphere by providing support for food crops, among them, quinoa. 
4. To invite governments and relevant regional and international organizations to make voluntary contributions and provide other forms of support for the celebration of the “International Year of Quinoa,” and to invite nongovernmental organizations, other interested parties and the private sector to make voluntary contributions and support the celebration of that year. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION

EXISTING MECHANISMS FOR DISASTER PREVENTION AND RESPONSE AND HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AMONG THE MEMBER STATES 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07), “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations,” AG/RES. 2372 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty–White Helmets Initiative,” AG/RES. 2492 (XXXIX-O/09), “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States,” CIDI/RES. 245 (XV-O/10), “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States,” and AG/RES. 2647 (XLI-O/11) CIDI/RES. 259 (XVI-O/11) and CIDI/RES. 272 (XVII-O/12), “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States”; 

TAKING NOTE of the “Diagnostic and Suggested Course of Action” of the Joint Working Group on Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States (GTC/DAH-12/11 rev. 3 corr. 1); 

ALSO TAKING NOTE of the Report prepared by the Chair on the five substantive meetings of the Joint Working Group (GTC/DAH-11/11); 
HIGHLIGHTING the participation, proposals, and recommendations of the member states and of 37 experts and officials of countries, of bodies of the inter-American system, and of international, regional, and subregional agencies and organizations at five substantive meetings of the Joint Working Group; 

EMPHASIZING the need to periodically asses and strengthen, when necessary, the hemispheric mechanisms to adapt them and to bring them into line with the new realities and complexities of disasters and to the new framework for action in the international arena; 

REAFFIRMING the importance of facilitating and utilizing mechanisms to further joint efforts and enlist the community and its organizations in assessing its problems and developing prevention, mitigation, and response mechanisms; 

UNDERSCORING the importance of implementing the guidelines arising from the Hyogo Framework of Action and reaffirming that disaster risk management is a priority of national public policies and their development strategies;

MINDFUL that in achieving rapid and efficient assistance to persons in disaster situations, it is essential to coordinate with the affected state and to have specific legislation on disaster risk management; 
CONVINCED of the importance of migration, customs, and tax agreements, among others, to facilitate the receipt, donation, or transit of humanitarian inputs in disaster or emergency situations;

EMPHASIZING the importance of supporting regional and subregional emergency and risk management agencies and the importance of closer ties among the inter-American system, national agencies, and subregional risk management entities, taking into account existing mechanisms and activities such as the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA), the Center for the Prevention of Natural Disasters in Central America (CEPREDENAC), the Andean Committee for Disaster Prevention and Relief (CAPRADE), and the Specialized Meeting on Social and Natural Disaster Risk Reduction, Civil Defense, Civil Protection, and Humanitarian Assistance (REHU), reinforcing complementarity without duplicating efforts; 

REITERATING the importance of reaching a commitment among member states that will allow the timely and effective exchange of information, tools, successful experiences, and best practices among countries, international agencies, regional and subregional institutions and organizations, social actors, and civil society entities, in respect of risk management, disaster assistance, avoiding duplication of efforts, and combining synergies of existing mechanisms in the interest of the region. 

RESOLVES:

1. To endorse the “Inter-American Plan for Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance”, contained in the General Framework, CEPCIDI/doc. 1053/12 rev. 1, to be implemented on a voluntary basis by the member states.
2. To request the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) to implement, through the Department of Sustainable Development (DSD), a mechanism that takes advantage of the online database of the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM) to update, analyze, and systematize, periodically, the experiences and best practices implemented and/or informed voluntarily by member states in accordance with the recommendations of the “Inter-American Plan for Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance”. The necessary resources for the implementation of this mechanism shall come from voluntary contributions of member states and external funds.
3. To invite the member states to submit annual reports to the Inter-American Council for Intgral Development (CIDI) on  the voluntary implementation of the recommendations contained in this Plan. 

4. To instruct the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) to lend support to CIDI, through the DSD, subject to the availability of resources from voluntary contributions of the member states and/or external funds, in the implementation of this resolution. 
5. To consider that the mandates given by AG/RES. 2647 (XLI-O/11) “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States” have been fulfilled with the adoption of the present resolution; and to consider the activities of the Joint Working Group on Existing  Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance successfully concluded. 

6. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution. The activities envisaged in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources from voluntary and/or other external financing, and in no case will be charged against the Regular Fund of the OAS Program Budget.
DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROMOTION AND INCORPORATION OF NEW FORMS OF 
COOPERATION FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAVING SEEN:

The resolutions of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development CIDI/RES. 273 (XVII-O/12) "Promotion and Incorporation of New Forms of Cooperation for Integral Development" and CIDI/RES. 268 (XVII-O/12) “Strengthening Partnership for Integral Development”

Report CEPCIDI/GT/FORCIDI/doc.50/11, "Recommendations of the Working Group to Strengthen CIDI," on Broad Topic 1:  Other forms of cooperation to be developed in the OAS framework;

RECALLING:

That, by resolution AG/RES. 2469 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly welcomed the outcomes of the Special Technical Meeting of National Cooperation Authorities and Experts, held on October 17 and 18, 2008, in Playa del Carmen, Mexico (CIDI/COOPTEC/doc.6/08), at which the member states, represented by their high authorities and experts in cooperation, pledged to promote inclusive mechanisms conducive to horizontal, South-South, and triangular cooperation activities, supplementing the traditional forms of cooperation already practiced in the OAS;

That the Inter-American Council for Integral Development in its sixteenth regular meeting held at the OAS Headquarters on May 9.10, 2011, considered the topic “Innovative modalities for cooperation and financing mechanisms now in implementation in the OAS framework” 

That the Working Group of CEPCIDI to Strengthen CIDI and its organs recommended, in document CEPCIDI/GT/FORCIDI/doc.50/11, that the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) request the Management Board of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (MB/IACD) to prepare a set of basic guidelines to take into account for incorporating horizontal, triangular, South-South and other forms of cooperation, and;

That, at its meeting on February 23, 2012, the MB/IACD adopted as the strategic objective of its Work Plan 2012 (AICD/JD/doc.127/12 rev. 2), "new appreciation for and incorporation of new cooperation modalities" in addition to traditional modalities such as South-South, horizontal, and triangular cooperation, updating the practices of the OAS and aligning them with global trends in the partnership for development area, while strengthening the multilateral aspect of efforts in that regard;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the momentum of international cooperation for development is suffering from the effects of the recent global financial crisis, which translate into diminished availability of financing for cooperation for development activities;

That it is imperative to seek new forms of cooperation that, in addition to, and complementing traditional modalities, enrich cooperation for development;

That the heterogeneous and diverse nature of the players involved in inter-American cooperation make for greater plurality in the instruments and arrangements applicable to cooperation for development, and that, in that context, South-South and triangular cooperation become particularly relevant because in them the emphasis is less on financing and more on the sharing of knowledge in a framework of mutual collaboration.

RESOLVES:

1. To highlight the importance of forms of cooperation based on the exchange of technical knowledge, comprising technical assistance activities and/or skills-building, in addition to other types of cooperation;

2. To instruct the subsidiary organs of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)  to consider and approve mechanisms for incorporating new forms of cooperation, such as Horizontal, South-South and triangular cooperation, in OAS cooperation for integral development, with a view of having these approved by CIDI;

3. To request the Management Board of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (MB/IACD) to prepare a set of basic guidelines for the incorporation of the aforementioned forms of cooperation in cooperation for integral development, giving due consideration to any contributions provided by the member states and the other organs of CIDI;

4. To urge member states to encourage and promote the new modalities of cooperation in the framework of the OAS, particularly Horizontal, South-South and triangular cooperation, both within the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) and within other schemes of cooperation in such a way that it constitutes a bridge between countries of different levels of development.
5. To instruct the General Secretariat to support these efforts, especially by gathering information regarding precedents and experiences of the member states with these new forms of cooperation; 

6. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to report to the General Assembly, at its forty-third regular session.  Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

THIRD MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES 
OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAVING SEEN:
Resolutions AG/RES. 2081 (XXXV-O/05) “Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion: Follow-up to the Declaration of Margarita”;  AG/RES. 2383 (XXXVIII-O/08) “First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI”;  AG/RES. 2472 (XXXIX-O/09) “Report of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI”; AG/RES. 2568 (XL-O/10) “Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI”;  AG/RES. 2645 (XLI-O/11) “Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI” and CIDI/RES. 274 (XVII-O/12 ) “Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI” ;   
CONSIDERING:
That the heads of state and government, gathered at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, instructed their ministers, especially those responsible for finance, planning and social development, to begin or strengthen a review of national social protection, inclusion, and poverty eradication programs, where necessary, in order to increase efficiency and effectiveness, reduce duplication, identify gaps at the national level, and optimize the use of resources;  
That at the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held in Cartagena, Colombia, from April 14 to 15, 2012, the heads of state and government agreed to promote policies relating to the common objectives of reducing poverty and inequality; and 
/ 
/ 

That it is incumbent upon the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to encourage regional dialogue and cooperation activities conducive to integral development and, in particular, the eradication of extreme poverty; and  
BEARING IN MIND:
That the Government of Brazil offered to host the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI on November 8 to 9, 2012, in Fortaleza, Ceará, Brazil, and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) suggested holding a prior preparatory session on November 7, 2012; and  

That the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES) will hold its fourth regular meeting at the headquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS) on July 9 to 10, 2012, pursuant to the mandates of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development and in order to coordinate preparations for the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development, bearing in mind the guidelines on reducing poverty and inequality established by the heads of state and government at the Sixth Summit of the Americas; 
/ 
/ 
RESOLVES:

1. To accept with gratitude the offer of the Government of Brazil to host the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI in Fortaleza, Ceará, from November 8 to 9, 2012, preceded by the preparatory session on November 7, 2012.  
2. To invite the member states to send their highest authorities on social development to participate in the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI.  
3. To instruct the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) to provide the necessary support, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES) in the preparations for the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI and, through periodic reports, to keep CIDI abreast of that process.  
4. To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in it will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.  
_______

FOOTNOTES
3. … since during that Summit, the Heads of State and Government were not able to consider or approve the Political Declaration, which reflected the common will of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean to have the sister Republic of Cuba participate in that forum unconditionally and on the basis of equal sovereignty. We reaffirm that the “Summit of the Americas” cannot take place without the presence of Cuba. The mandates and operative aspects of the thematic areas were part of the Political Declaration and, as the latter was not adopted, the former were not adopted either. For that reason, Nicaragua is not in favor of referring to these documents and mandates, which were not adopted.
5. …. since during that Summit, the Heads of State and Government were not able to consider or approve the Political Declaration, which reflected the common will of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean to have the sister Republic of Cuba participate in that forum unconditionally and on the basis of equal sovereignty. We reaffirm that the “Summit of the Americas” cannot take place without the presence of Cuba. The mandates and operative aspects of the thematic areas were part of the Political Declaration and, as the latter was not adopted, the former were not adopted either. For that reason, Nicaragua is not in favor of referring to these documents and mandates, which were not adopted.
DRAFT RESOLUTION

REPORT OF THE SEVENTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION 
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAVING SEEN:

Resolutions CIDI/RES. 242 (XV-O/10) and AG/RES. 2589 (XL-O/10), “Report of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI,” and CIDI/RES. 254 (XVI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2643 (XLI-O/11), “Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI;” and /RES. 275 (XVII-O/12) “Report of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI”;   

Resolutions CEPCIDI/RES. 178 (CLXVI-O/11), “Convocation of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI”; and  
CONSIDERING:

That, at the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, on April 18 and 19, 1998, the Heads of State and Government reiterated the commitment of the First Summit of the Americas to ensure, by the year 2010, universal access to and completion of quality primary education for 100 percent of children and access for at least 75 percent of young people to quality secondary education, with increasing percentages of young people who complete secondary education, and assumed responsibility for providing the general population with opportunities for life-long learning;  
That, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 and 5, 2005, the Heads of State and Government recognized the importance of access to education as a core component of the fight against poverty and inequality in our countries and committed to improving both access to and the quality of basic education, recognizing that providing educational opportunities is an investment in the future of the peoples of the Americas; and  
That, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 to 19, 2009, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their commitment to achieving a gross secondary education enrollment rate of at least 75 percent by the year 2010 and called on the Ministers of Education, with the support of the Organization of American States, specialized international and regional institutions, and civil society organizations, to develop strategies to make quality secondary education accessible to all our young people by 2015, especially the most vulnerable groups and those with special education needs and that there strategies should be based on the principles of equity, quality, relevance, and efficiency in education, taking into account the gender perspective and student diversity, and should also encourage innovation and creativity; and  
That, at the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held in Cartagena, Colombia, April 14 and 15, 2012, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed that equal and timely access to quality education is essential and constitutes an effective tool for reducing inequality and creating conditions for development and for the wellbeing of the population, that policies to strengthen teaching practice and the teaching profession, as well access to ICTs and their proper use are vital to improving the quality of education. 
/ 
/
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT: 

That it is incumbent on the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), in the framework of the current Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development, to foster dialogue to promote the development of education as one of its priority areas;  
That the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI  was held in Paramaribo, Suriname, March 1st and 2nd, 2012, and that in that meeting the Ministers of Education adopted the Declaration of Paramaribo “Transforming the role of the teacher in response to 21st-century challenges” (CIDI/RME/DEC.1/12);  
That the dialogue of Ministers of Education of the Americas chose as its theme “Transforming the role of the teacher to meet the challenges of the 21st century” and Ministers had the opportunity to exchange views on the teacher that today’s students need; schools as learning communities: the context of effective teaching; and policies to promote teacher quality: the role of governments<  
That the Ministers of Education recognized the essential role of governments in promoting quality education for all and that special attention must be paid to the design and implementation of policies that strengthen the teaching profession and foster the educator’s strategic role in facilitating learning and promoting values;  
That the Ministers of Education emphasized “the importance of expanding access to ICTs in education at all levels and in all sectors, particularly as a contributing factor in the preparation of students”; and the importance of “generat[ing] knowledge and exchang[ing] of good practices concerning innovative policies and programs for initial preparation, professional development, improvement of labor conditions, and strengthening the teaching profession”, for which they “entrust[ed] the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), with support from its Technical Secretariat, with following up on this issue through the region’s cooperation mechanisms, including the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN)”;  

That the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI held the elections for authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and the CIE Executive Committee;   
That the Ministers of Education gathered in Paramaribo welcomed the offer by the Ministry of Education of Paraguay to host the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI in 2013;  
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that the Government of Suriname also held, with the support of the OAS Secretariat the event Virtual Educa Caribbean, a multilateral  initiative addressing education, innovation, competitiveness and development through the application of ICTs, with the purpose of extending the benefits of its programs to the entire region, with specific focus on the non  Spanish-speaking Caribbean;  
RESOLVES:

1. To welcome the Declaration of Paramaribo “Transforming the role of the teacher in response to 21st-century challenges” (CIDI/RME/DEC.1/12). 

2. To congratulate the Government of the Republic of Suriname on the success of the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI.   
3. To thank and welcome the offer by the Government of Paraguay to host the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI.  
4. To congratulate the authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and the CIE Executive Committee on their election, and to urge them to continue their contributions to achieving the objectives established in the Declaration of Paramaribo and of the previous ministerial meetings of education in the framework of CIDI, especially on the effort to expand access to ICTs in education and the strengthening of the teaching profession, with support from the Technical Secretariat, through regional cooperation mechanisms like the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN).  
5. To request the Inter-American Committee on Education, with the help of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to continue supporting the process of preparation and follow-up of meetings in the education area, and to provide regular updates on that process to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI).  
6. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.   
_______

FOOTNOTE
7. … since during that Summit, the Heads of State and Government were not able to consider or approve the Political Declaration, which reflected the common will of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean to have the sister Republic of Cuba participate in that forum unconditionally and on the basis of equal sovereignty. We reaffirm that the “Summit of the Americas” cannot take place without the presence of Cuba. The mandates and operative aspects of the thematic areas were part of the Political Declaration and, as the latter was not adopted, the former were not adopted either. For that reason, Nicaragua is not in favor of referring to these documents and mandates, which were not adopted.
DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROMOTION OF CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN THE HEMISPHERE


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 2687 (XLI-O/11) and CIDI/RES 276(XVII-O/12) , “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere”;  
RECALLING previous resolutions adopted by the General Assembly on the subject of promotion of corporate social responsibility in the Hemisphere, AG/RES. 1871 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1953 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2013 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2123 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2194 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2336 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2483 (XXXIX-O/09), and AG/RES. 2554 (XL-O/10);   
BEARING IN MIND the commitment made by the heads of state and government in the Declaration of Mar del Plata, in which they recognized that “sustained economic growth, with equity and social inclusion, is an indispensable condition to create jobs, fight extreme poverty, and overcome inequality in the Hemisphere. To achieve these ends, it is necessary to improve transparency and the investment climate in our countries, build human capital, encourage increased incomes and improve their distribution, promote corporate social responsibility (US: CSR), and foster a spirit of entrepreneurship as well as strong business activity”;  
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that the private sector, civil society organizations, indigenous groups, organized local communities, and academic institutions, among others, play a central part in and may benefit from efforts by member states to promote and encourage corporate social responsibility;  
RECOGNIZING that member states are responsible for good governance and the promotion and implementation of legislation that meets the needs of their citizens;  
RECOGNIZING FURTHER that while companies, civil society, and other social actors play an important part in and share responsibilities for promoting and respecting the observance of human rights within the context of their activities, governments have the ultimate responsibility for upholding the rule of law and implementing their human rights obligations; 
FURTHER RECOGNIZING that support for human rights, respect for the principles of labor and environmental standards, and the fight against corruption, among others, as outlined in the United Nations Global Compact, are principles that businesses, governments, and civil society, among others, should promote jointly;  
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the role that public-private partnerships can play in the eradication of poverty and hunger in vulnerable populations, as well as in the implementation of national strategies and government action plans for the improvement of social services, and that both sectors should work towards strengthening sustainable practices to fulfill those objectives;  
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that a number of multilateral forums, including the United Nations, the Summit of the Americas, the Group of 20 (G20), the Group of Eight (G8), the Major Economies Forum, the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), and the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD),  are taking important steps to foster and promote responsible corporate practices;  
RECOGNIZING as well the ongoing efforts of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the World Bank to encourage and advance good corporate practices with stakeholders and governments;  
EMPHASIZING that responsible and transparent business conduct, as embodied in adherence to applicable domestic law and regulations and observance of internationally recognized guidelines and principles of CSR, such as those identified in operative paragraph 8 of this resolution, among others, reinforces the positive effects of local and foreign investment on sustainable development;  
BEARING IN MIND that responsible and transparent corporate conduct is increasingly recognized by consumers, investors, and business partners, and that these good corporate policies and practices will remain an important aspect of doing business in the twenty-first century for businesses of all sizes, engaged in any activity; and  
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the implementation by the Organization of American States (OAS) through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of CSR programs for small and medium-sized enterprise (SMEs) and other participating stakeholders,  
RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the VIII Inter-American Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), held  in Asuncion, Paraguay, from May 24 to 26, 2011 and the IX Inter-American Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility held in Quito, Ecuador, from May 21 to 23, 2012.  
2. To take note also of the holding of the national workshops, regional workshops and roundtable dialogues on corporate social responsibility among small, medium entreprises (SMEs) organized by the Department of Economic Development, Trade and Tourism (DEDT) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) of the Organization of American States (OAS), including the Green Business Forum, held from April 4 to 5, 2011 in Mexico, as well as the workshops, held jointly with the Secretariat of Political Affairs (SPA/OAS), to share knowledge and integrally promote CSR awareness among Parlimentarians of Latin America, held in Bogota, Columbia May 4-5, 2011 and Monetvideo, Uruguuay, June 16, 2011.  
3. To encourage member states to support the OAS/SEDI CSR program to promote CSR principles and guidelines that contribute to information exchange and capacity-building and enable member states to promote CSR in private sector communities, including local organizations dedicated to CSR, and to support capacity-building and CSR promotion initiatives within the member states.  
4. To further encourage member states to consider training and mentoring opportunities for SMEs to engage in CSR initiatives.  
5. To instruct the General Secretariat, through SEDI, to report to the member states, in advance, on programs and initiatives on CSR that it seeks to develop for the implementation of this resolution, thereby contributing to the exchange of information on the subject.  
6. To encourage dialogue between legislative bodies and the private sector on the subject of corporate social responsibility.  
7. To urge member state governments to promote corporate social responsibility programs and initiatives among the private sector, the community and other stakholders, with special emphasis on value chains and on effective stake holders engagement; to become more knowledgeable about existing internationally recognized voluntary principles and guidelines, as well as private-sector initiatives in this area; and to support and join in the implementation of such principles and initiatives.   
8. To further urge member states to promote among businesses operating in or from their countries the use of applicable corporate social responsibility, initiatives, tools, and best practices, including, as appropriate the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, the “Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights: Implementing the United Nations “Protect, Respect and Remedy” Framework; the Tripartite Declaration of Principles concerning Multinational Enterprises and Social Policy of the International Labour Organization (ILO), the United Nations Global Compact, the Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights, the principles contained in the ILO Resolution on the Promotion of Sustainable Enterprises, and all those in fulfillment of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDG). 
9. To invite member states to support initiatives aimed at strengthening their capacity to manage and develop natural resources in an environmentally protective, financially transparent,  and socially responsible manner, such as, inter alia, the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative, the Communities and Small-scale Mining (CASM) initiative, and the Intergovernmental Forum on Mining, Minerals, Metals and Sustainable Development.  
10. To request the Secretary General to work through SEDI to join the efforts of the IDB, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the ILO, the World Bank, and other regional and international organizations, such as the Latin American Mining Association (OLAMI) and the Regional Association of Oil, Gas and Biofuels Sector Companies in Latin America and the Caribbean (ARPEL), and the Latin American Energy Organization (OLADE), which contribute to exchange of information and capacity-building on existing internationally recognized principles and guidelines to enable member states to be in a position to promote CSR initiatives among their own private-sector communities.  
11. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), with the support of SEDI, to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.  
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�. 	The Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela reiterates its reservations to the FTAA, as formulated in the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits of … (continued on p. 10)








�.	Ecuador agrees with the contents of this resolution; however, at the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly it will enter a reservation to the paragraphs that mention the Sixth Summit of the Americas.


�.	The Government of Nicaragua considers that the reference to the Summit in Cartagena, Colombia, and the appeal to strengthen the so-called “Summit of the Americas” are inappropriate … (continued on p. 51.)


�.	Ecuador agrees with the contents of this resolution; however, at the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly it will enter a reservation to the paragraphs that mention the Sixth Summit of the Americas.


�.	The Government of Nicaragua considers that the reference to the Summit in Cartagena, Colombia, and the appeal to strengthen the so-called “Summit of the Americas” are inappropriate … (continued on p. 51.)


�.	Ecuador agrees with the contents of this resolution; however, it will present a reservation at the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly on the paragraphs that mention the Sixth Summit of the Americas.


�.	The Government of Nicaragua considers that the reference to the Summit in Cartagena, Colombia, and the appeal to strengthen the so-called “Summit of the Americas” are inappropriate … (continued on p. 56)





